
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

ACIS AIMS high with digital technology 
development 

What is AIMS? 

As a technology-led business, ACIS is 
investing significantly in digital 
technologies to help drive forward 
change within the industry to anticipate 
the opportunities and challenges our 
customers face.  As a result, business 
development manager Ryan O’Neill has 
been instrumental in developing two 
new digital solutions AIMS and AIMS Lite 
to help bodyshops, groups and cosmetic 
repairers become more efficient, save 
time, and improve their productivity and 
profitability.   

We spoke to Ryan to find out more 
about both digital solutions. 

  

Ryan:  AIMS is an app-based Advanced Inventory Management 
System, designed to centralise and automate inventory 
management and provide full visibility of stock, making the 
whole process easier and more reliable for bodyshops. 
 
How does it work? 
Ryan:  It’s built as a web-based progressive app, enabling the 
full screen to be adapted for use on a computer, laptop, mobile 
phone or tablet.  Its graphic designed modern interface 
presents a user-friendly dashboard that is intuitive 
and allows operators to prepare responsive reports and charts 
quickly and easily.  
  
The inventory management system works from a robust, stable 
central product file that enables product lists and prices to be 
updated centrally.  When stock levels are low, the system’s 
algorithm will know when to order and replenish stock 
automatically according to pre-determined core stock profiles, 
using machine learning to understand purchasing behaviour 
such as fast and slow moving items.  
 
What support can customers expect? 
Ryan:  A live chat box enables users to have real-time online 
support to the system’s developers to assist them with 
operational queries.   
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What is an API? 
Ryan:  AIMS’ Application Programming 
Interface (API) software will also link 
seamlessly to the bodyshop’s accountancy 
packages such as Sage and Xero.  Purchase 
orders incorporate a scannable QR code, 
enabling users to scan products on their 
phone or tablet, ensuring goods inwards 
are streamlined and are automatically 
logged into the system.  
 
How does it benefit stock allocation? 
Ryan:  The system’s warehouse 
management function will also allocate 
stock to departments and technicians, so 
operators can define bin locations of 
products.  It also incorporates links to 
quantities of packs and individual products, 
ensuring there is greater visibility and 
accuracy around stock counts and 
allocation.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

What does this mean for members? 

AIMS operates a monthly subscription.  
Any member with a modern touch screen 
scanner on Ascribe can upgrade for free. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                        
 
                                                                                                    
 
  
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New ACIS central data house to simplify 
production of suite of consolidated reports 
and analysis required to run business 
 
Over the past few months, we have been working to improve 
our central data and account targeting system for ACIS 
distributors. 
  
Building on the ACIS systems already in place, we have 
developed the ACIS central data house.  This new system is 
automatically linked to the existing reports that members 
forward to ACIS centrally each month.   
 
With a few keystrokes, Michelle is now able to produce the 
suite of consolidated reports and analysis required to run the 
business, whether it is for internal use or for a customer 
report.   
 
Consequently, the time that it takes to produce all the 
reports that we create centrally has been significantly 
reduced, now taking a few hours to generate, rather than up 
to five days each month. 
  
The ACIS central data house is unique in that it draws ACIS 
distributors together who can now act as fast as one single 
distributor (such as LKQ) in data management.  
 
An additional benefit to members of developing this new 
central data house is that we can now provide you with 
information from various sources and help you analyse your 
existing ACIS secured business and the live target 
opportunities.  
 
This will help you to secure more business from ACIS 
approvals by providing you with a top-level overview of the 
opportunities, enabling you to apply high-level targets to 
your business, and drill down on the status of the prospective 
new business opportunities. 
   
If you have any queries on the new format please contact 
Michelle on michelle@acis.org.uk 
 

What is AIMS Lite? 

 
Ryan:  AIMS Lite is a simple to use, order 
fulfilment system that enables both bodyshops 
and cosmetic repairers to order stock 
automatically on a tablet and manage their paint 
and consumables more effectively and profitably.  
It is built around APIs, which enable applications 
to talk to each other.  
 
What do bodyshops need to do to set up the 
system? 
Ryan:  Bodyshops can mandate a core stock 
profile on the system, which means users can 
only order from the pre-set basket of 
products.  They simply scan the products using a 
bar code on the tablet and have an easy view of 
the order on the dashboard.  This then automates 
the ordering process at ACIS.   
 
What are the benefits? 
Ryan:  Put simply, control.  Bodyshops and 
mobile repair operations can reduce their stock 
profiles, saving money.  It makes it easier to order 
stock, is more streamlined and efficient, saving 
them time and improving productivity and 
profitability. 
  
The repairers can also have visibility of the 
products that are available at their chosen ACIS 
distributor member and what is out of stock 
without having to wait for their order delivery 
when it arrives on the van.  
 

Contact ACIS for more details. 

 


